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Introduction
Historically when Karnataka was stretched towards the west, the Gunagi community migrated 

from Maharashtra (Ratnagiri) region towards the coastal line of Karnataka with “Habbu Brahmins.” 
Especially towards Karwar, Ankola, Yellapur, and Kumta taluks1. While migrating, they brought their 
Gods, Goddesses, and deities along with their beliefs, customs, and traditions. As they migrated with 
Habbu Brahmins, we can find their settlements cohabited with the Habbu Brahmins of the region. 
They worked as farmers by leasing the land of Habbu Brahmins. Gunagi people continued worshipping 
Kshatriya Gods and Goddesess as their ancestors practiced. They believe that all their problems will be 
solved by praying and worshiping their divine god and goddess. the Gunagi people also worship the “Beera” 
God and the “Adishakthi” goddess. They honor Adhishakthi by carrying the Palaki and the “Kalasa” gods 
on fairs and festivals. They also worship Gadi Devaru (Liminal dieties), called “Kari Devaru”. 1  

Methods
The cluster sampling technique followed by simple random sampling was chosen to select people 

from households from the talukas of Karwar, Kumta,  Ankola and Yellapur.

1	 Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, 1880.
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Results
The following results show the education, occupation, Income and expenditure of the Gunagi 

community are discussed. 

The table 1 shows the distribution of participants according to gender. Out of 550 participants of 
Gunagi community, 283 are females and 267 are males.

Table 2 shows the educational status of the participants. In present study, a literacy rate of 82.8 % 
was found among the Gunagi community with higher percentage among males (91.0%) compared to 
females (74.9%). The illiteracy rate is more in females (26.1%) than the males (9.1%). Around 21.3% of 
the male and 21.2% of the female participants comprises school going children at the primary level. At 
the secondary education level, the male percentage is higher (41.9%) than the female (31.4%). About 7.9% 
of males and 7.4% of females among the Gunagi community are at the pre-university level of education, 
followed by 18.7% of males and 12.7% of females being at graduate level. Only few males and females i.e., 
1.1% each are reported at post graduate level and the difference between the genders is very little.

Table-3 shows the occupational distribution of the participants of Gunagi Community. The main 
occupation of the Gunagi community of the present sample is wage labour (Coolie). Only about 7.5 % 
to 3.3 % each are employed in private and government organizations. Majority of the women, i.e., 30.0 
% are reported to be house wife’s. 

Business is run by only by few participants i.e. 1.8 %. About 3.5 % of participants are reported 
as pension holders. Only 1.1 % of participants are unemployed. About 2.9 % and 0.6 % of the study 
participants belong to the category of farmer and dependent respectively.

Table-4 shows agricultural land under the ownership of study participants. Out of 140 households 
83 (59.3%) have own lands. About 44.6% of the families own wetland, while 54.2 % have dry lands, and 
the remaining 1.2 % households are garden land. More than 40% of households are landless.

Table-5 shows agricultural land under the lease taken by participants. Out of 140 households 20 
(14.3%) households have taken land for lease. About 60.0% of the families taken wetland for lease, while 
40.0 % have taken dry lands for lease.

Income and expenditure, being closely related to occupation, reflects quality of life. Table-6 shows 
the distribution of income and expenditure of the study participants. Among 140 families, about 67.1% 
of the families belong to the income and expenditure category of 0-50 thousand rupees per annum, 
followed by 16.4 % of families in about 1 – 2 lacks, 12.9% in 50,000-1 lack rupees, and remaining 3.6 % 
earning above 4 lakhs per annum.

Conclusion
Gunagi community people are priest of Kshtriya Gods and Goddess. They also work as farm labourers, 

daily wage labourers and they are also farmers. Educationally, the youngsters don’t go for higher education. 
It may be due to lack of awareness related to educational opportunities. When we look at the economic 
parameters, most of the children are has dropped their higher education because due to low income of 
the family and to lead family parents send their children for labour work at very young age to nearby 
cities or neighbour state like Goa. This impairs the utilisation of better opportunities by the youth of 
the community. The analysis of these conditions imply that there is a need of governmental and non-
governmental organisation to increase the awareness of opportunities in education. Further through skill 
development, awareness of entrepreneurship and funding into the priority sectors of this community, the 
community can see the better economic parameters and youngsters can avail higher education.
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Tables
Table 1: Distribution of participants according to Sex.

Gender Frequency Percent

Male 267 48.5

Female 283 51.5

Total 550 100.0

Table 2: Distribution of participants according to education and Sex.

Education Gender Total

Male Female

Uneducated 24 74 98

9.00% 26.10% 17.80%

Primary School 57 60 117

21.30% 21.20% 21.30%

High School 112 89 201

41.90% 31.40% 36.50%

PUC 21 21 42

7.90% 7.40% 7.60%

Graduate 50 36 86

18.70% 12.70% 15.60%

Post Graduate 2 3 5

0.75% 1.06% 0.91%

Ph.D. 1 0 1

0.37% 0.00% 0.18%

Total 267 283 550

100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Table 3: Distribution of participants according to occupation.

Occupation Frequency Percent

Unemployed 6 1.1

House wife 165 30.0

Student 147 26.7

Private employee 41 7.5

Govt. Employee 18 3.3

Pensioner 19 3.5
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Dependent 3 0.6

Wage labourers  125 22.7

Business 10 1.8

Farmer 16 2.9

Total 550 100.0

Table 4: Distribution of participants according to land owning type.

Land owning type Frequency Percent

Wet land 37 44.6

Garden land 1 1.2

Dry land 45 54.2

Total 83 100.0

Table 5: Distribution of participants according to land taken for lease.

Land taken for lease Frequency Percent

Wet land 12 60.0

Dry land 8 40.0

Total 20 100.0

Table 6: Distribution of participants according to family income and expenditure.

Family Income Frequency Per cent Family Expenditure Frequency Per cent

0-50K 94 67.1 0-50K 94 67.1

50K - 100K 18 12.9 50K - 100 K 20 14.3

100 K - 200K 23 16.4 100 K - 200 K 13 9.3

200 K – 400 K 0 0 200 K – 400 K 9 6.4

Above 400K 5 3.6 Above 400 K 4 2.9

Total 140 100.0 Total 140 100.0
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