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Racism in International Cricket: A Review of  Selected 
Incidents from Media Reports

Introduction
Racism is one of the fundamental and core concepts used in contemporary sociology. In the sociology 

of race and ethnicity, racism has come to encompass a wide array of social phenomena, such as systemic 
inequality, institutional discrimination, internalized stereotypes, and racial attitudes (Shiao and Woody, 
2021). Among social scientists, ‘race’ is generally understood as a social construct (Clair and Denis, 2015). 
People are arbitrarily divided into groups by the construct of race, which is based on traits like physical 
appearance, notably colour, ancestry, cultural affinity, ethnicity, or nationality. Racism, therefore, is the 
systemic mistreatment experienced by people of colour, and people belonging to different religions, 
ethnicities, cultures, or nationalities. It is a multilevel phenomenon that is expressed by individuals (micro 
level), is critically influenced by institutions (meso level), and is deeply embedded in the entire culture 
(macro level) (Moore, 2008). Throughout the world, there are multiplicities of races, ethnicities, and 
cultures that are subject to discrimination at various levels- personal as well as professional with varying 
degrees and intensity. Sports is one such arena where racism has infiltrated and gained momentum.

Racism in Sports
Sports attracts people of all races and lifestyles and offers an opportunity to build social and cultural 

The present study aimed to provide a qualitative analysis of the racist incidents of in 
international cricket, as reported by online and offline newspapers. Website blogs and journal 
articles were reviewed for a better understanding of the issue. The study highlights the nature 
and the forms of racism levied against the recipients. It highlights the players’ experiences of 
racism as reported by the different reliable media sources and examines the marginalization 
from the recipient’s perspective. The study revealed that the racist behaviour is usually directed 
towards the people of colour, and the people belonging to different ethnicities, religious groups 
and nationalities. Racism prevails on the cricket field and outside- in dressing rooms, locker 
rooms, cricket clubs etc. Some racial incidents that occurred in IC were of implicit racial 
bias and unconscious racism.  From Krom Hendricks racial segregation to Azeem Rafiq’s 
accusation of ‘institutional racism’ racism is still a pervasive problem in the IC. Although ICC 
and various national cricket boards have formulated and reinforced anti-racist laws yet more 
stringent enforcement is required to counter the blatant and subtle forms of racism including 
racial slurs, banters and casual racism.
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bridges based on common interests (Llies and Bulz, 2017). Sports is a powerful tool for promoting social 
cohesion and important values such as fair play, mutual respect, and tolerance (European Commission 
against Racism and Intolerance, 2021). Sports’ is considered to be a colour blind activity, an avenue where 
racism, discrimination, and racial barriers do not exist. Many believe that sports in the world is a model of 
race relations for the rest of the society…and is often seen as a paradigm of how an integrated society should 
look (Anderson, 1996).This is a false representation and reality shows that racism and discrimination are 
very much present in sports as it is in society as a whole (Ungur, et al., 2018). Racism permeates almost all 
spheres of life and sports is not an exception to it. Racism is still prevalent, in both society and sports.  Some 
may argue that racism is increasing in one or both of these arenas, but the fact that racism persists today 
is undisputed (Gal, 2020). Inevitably, the forces of socio-cultural globalization have not spared sports. 
Although it may seem that sports is immune to racism, this idyllic picture is misleading (Anderson, 1996). 
Since racism is frequently perceived as being harsh and overt, it is usually subtle, and deeply ingrained 
in cultural expectations, habits, and beliefs.  Today the incidence of overt racism has declined, but this 
does not necessarily mean that racism has evaporated. What has become prevalent is ‘unconscious racism’ 
(Anderson, 1996). Apart from the harm that unconscious racism inflicts upon individuals who are denied 
opportunities to progress and develop their potential, the significance of addressing racism in sports lies in 
the fact that sports represent the microcosm of society (Davis, 1999).

Racist ideologies, practices, and acts often manifest themselves, of course, through the fact that they 
are directed at people with certain (static) phenotypic traits: a different colour of skin, different texture of 
hair, different appearance, and so on (Alkemeyer and Broskamp, 1996). Racism in sports can take the form 
of prejudice and overt racial bias, such as calling someone a racial slur. Racism also includes implicit or 
unconscious racial bias, as well as institutional racism and white supremacy (Grenardo, 2021). Institutional 
racism refers to particular and general instances of racial discrimination, inequality, exploitation, and 
domination in organizational contexts (Stokely and Hamilton, 1967). Racism in sports is an issue that 
manifests around the world. It led to a wide range of controversial incidents (Patsantaras, 2008). 

Racism in Cricket
Racism is a practice that is not exclusive to one sport, but rather its traces are found across different 

games and sports including baseball, basketball, football, rugby, cricket,and other team sports. In 
the world of cricket, racism has a long history, the genesis of which is found embedded within the 
long-standing tradition of the society. Despite the multicultural background of cricket, racism has 
longplagued the sport. Bowler Krom Hendricks was denied the chance to represent South Africa 
due to racial apartheid in the late 19th century.In the 1960s, the Basil D’Oliveira affair precipitated 
South Africa’s 22-year sporting isolation for its apartheid policies. Tony Greig’s infamous statement 
in 1976 about making West Indies ‘grovel’ is well known, (Entertainment and Sports Programming 
Network [ESPN CRICINFO], n.a) as is Brian Lara’s racial comment against Kenya teammates in the 
1996 world cup.Racism and discrimination have long been problems in cricket. Racial bias has been in 
the player selection process since the start of the game. Throughout the later decades of the twentieth 
century, racism, hooliganism, islamophobia,and fan violence persisted or even started to show up which 
otherwise was not prevalent. 

Even though cricket is regarded as an amicable game that has the power to dissolve barriers and unite 
people from different cultures, there is strong evidence that racism is pervasive in the sport, ranging from 
individual or group racist remarks to institutional racism by players, coaches, commentators, fans, and 
spectators.A number of racist episodes can be identified throughout the history of cricket, emanating 
from the sport itself, the media, and certain political personalities (Burdsey, 2011). In recent years, we 
have seen many manifestations of racial intolerance and violence… a notable increase of violent behaviour 
in stadiums, dehumanizing racist and xenophobic attitudes, hooliganism, doping, and corruption 
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(Patsantkras, 2008). Racism remains embedded within the structures of international cricket, even 
though some manifestations may have become quite obscure for many observers to acknowledge.It is 
not that race is simply silenced, if silenced at all. It is shifted to less formal domains for the most part, 
embedded in structures, without being explicitly named, where it is more difficult to identify, more 
ambivalently related to, more ambiguous (Goldberg, 2010). As a result, the present analysisexamines 
the pervasiveness of covert and subtle forms of racism that exist within the organizational structures 
of international cricket, while acknowledging the efforts made by such organization to eradicate racial 
practices.The present study will delve deep to find out the nature and forms of racism in international 
cricket by analyzing the racial incidents reported by the media. 

Objectives of  the Study
The focus of the paper is to provide a qualitative analysis of the incidents of racism in international 

cricket. It also highlights the nature and the forms of racism levied against the recipients. The study is 
an attempt to highlight players’ experiences of racism as reported by the different reliable media sources 
and examines the marginalization from the recipient’s perspective. 

Methodology
The current study used a qualitative approach to investigate the incidentsin the sport of international 

cricket. Firstly, we searched journal articles and papers on Google Scholar, PubMed, ScienceDirect, and 
Jstor for a deeper understanding of the problem under investigation. Boolean search strategy was used 
to identify the papers. Search terms such as ‘racism AND sports’, ‘racism AND cricket’, ‘institutional 
racism OR racism in cricket’, were used. Certain papers were reviewed to develop the theoretical 
understanding of racism and to generate the background of the study. Later, we searched news articles 
related to racism on the google search engine using a combination of certain keywords. These keywords 
were ‘racism in international cricket’, ‘racism in sports’, ‘racial incidents in cricket’ ‘institutional racism 
in cricket’, ‘racism incidents in cricket’ ‘racism in athletics’. We chosewebsite blogs and online and offline 
newspaper sources, namely BBC, The Wire, ESPNCricinfo, The Hindi, Al-Jazeera, The Guardian, 
The Quint, The Economic Times, Wion, NDTV Sports, Times of India, India Today, ABP News, 
Indian Express, and others. We collected news articles and reports that were published in the English 
language only. Hence translations and back translations were not required. After data collection, we 
identified incidents of racismthat were reported by more than 5 newspapers, both international and 
Indian newspapers. We purposively selected ten racial incidents in international cricket that received 
the maximum media coverage. We examined the content of these incidents manually. Incidents 
werearranged chronologically and only one incident from each year was taken. We excluded repetitive 
incidents or incidents that had less coverage and preferred more recent incidents. More specifically, we 
analysed incidents of racism reported in the newspaper articles to provide a qualitative analysis and to 
understand the nature and forms of racial incidents which were directed by the perpetrators against 
recipients in international cricket. 

Findings
In our analysis of racism in international cricket, we find different incidents of racial slurs and 

comments hurled at the players or by the players toward their opponents.Though racism from outside 
comes from the frustrated fans and aggressive spectators who verbally abuse and use various social media 
handles to troll the players, but the racism that exists within the institution of cricket is more detrimental 
and inciting since it obstructs the chance of fair play and also impedes the growth and performance of 
player/s’. The presence ofracism in sports, particularly in international cricket, is a reflection of societal 
problems entwined with racialized social identities.
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Nature of  Racial Incidents
The study finds that in cricket, there existsan instrumental form of racism. It is a conscious act of 

racial bias and selective use of racist and discriminatory bias which is intended to hurt the sentiments of 
the recipients. However, some of the racial incidents that occur in international cricket are of implicit 
racial bias and unconscious racism. Unconscious racism and implicit racial bias involve attitudes and 
beliefs held unintentionally by individuals. Regardless of whether explicit racism has decreased or not, 
implicit racism remains pervasive in international cricket. Sometimes racial biases are impulsive in nature 
which is usually expressed through verbal, and sometimes physical abuse.  It usually take the form of 
racial slurs, casual racism, or banters.

The racist behaviour is exhibited both from within and outside the cricket fraternity. Racism usually 
comes from rival teammates, cricket boards, clubs, own teammates, fans, spectators, and the governing 
bodies.  The racist behaviour is usually directed toward people of colour, and the people belonging to 
different ethnicities, religious groups, and nationalities.

Forms of  Racism
The history of racist incidents in cricket largely ranges from remarks on skin colour to religion 

to nationality. It depicts how players are condemned to racial slurs and banters that may either seem 
implicit or explicit. From the incident of Darren Lehmann to Azeem Rafiq, from Krom Hendricks to 
Brian Lara to the latest Oliver Robinson tweets, the game has been rocked by racist slurs which show us 
that the racist behaviour still exists among international athletes.

Colourism in International cricket

Cricket has often witnessed incidents where players were ridiculed for their dark skin colour by 
their teammates, spectators, or commentators. Many of the same preconceptions and stereotypes, 
such as those that ascribe black athletes’ success to intrinsic physical skills rather than hard work and 
perseverance, contribute significantly to racism in cricket. For example, the case of Darren Lehmann’s 
offensive comment at the Sri Lankan players in an ODI in 2003 stating ‘Cunts, cunts, f***ing black cunts’ 
after being run out, points toward the fact that racism continues to prevail which gets manifested when 
the player is under pressure during the match. The high pressure games provide a space for the expression 
of such racial bias. This is a form of explicit racial bias against black players on the basis of their colour. 
Although Lehmann accepted the vilification and later apologized for his comments on the night of the 
match itself, he was banned for five ODIs by the ICC (News 18, 2021).

Players have reported specific forms of micro-aggression which are explicit racial derogations 
characterized primarily by a verbal or non-verbal attack meant to hurt the intending victim through 
name-calling, or purposeful discriminatory actions (Sue, et al, 2007). But sometimes the victims are 
pressured into denying or downplaying those forms of verbal discrimination which are articulated 
between team-mates and in a seemingly playful manner, dismissing incidents as merely “banter” or 
“jokes” (Burdsey, 2011). In one such incident during the IPL in 2013-14, ex- West Indies Captain Darren 
Sammy and the Sri Lankan all-rounder Thisara Perara were called ‘Kaalu’ by the Hyderabad Sunrisers 
team-mates. Sammy at that time thought that the word meant ‘a strong stallion’. He only became aware 
of its racial connotations after watching Hasan Minhaj’s show that discussed the issue. Sammy said ‘If 
it was in any way, shape or form what Minhaj said it meant, I’m very disappointed and I’d still be angry 
and deserve an apology…’ (Al Jazeera, 2020) Sammy brought the issue of racist slurs hurled against him 
to light in 2019. It took him six years to understand the meaning and the racist nature of the word. 

Sarfraz Ahmed, the captain of the Pakistan men’s team made comments to South Africa’s all-rounder 
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Andile Phehlukwayo which was picked up by the stump mic during second one-day international in 
Durban in January 2019. The cricketer made a racist remark and said the Urdu word ‘kaale’ which 
means ‘black’. His words verbatim were ’Abey kaale, teri ammi aaj kahaan baitheen hain? Kya 
parwake aaye hai aaj?’ which translates to ‘Hey black guy, where’s your mother sitting today? 
What (prayer) have you got her to say for you today?’Sarfraz later admitted the offense and issued 
a public apology (India Today, 2019). He was later banned for four matches- two matches of the 
ODI series and first two matches of T20 series.  (The Guardian, 2019)

Religion and racism

Sports continue to be heavily influenced by race and religion. The harm can be severe and long-lasting 
when religious preconceptions are supported by racial myths. Religion is a crucial structuring notion 
that television commentators use to distinguish between players in international cricket.In one of the 
incidents that happened in Aug 2006,when South African cricketer Hashim Amla, a Muslim with a full 
beard, took a catch, former Australian cricketer and commentator Dean Jones were overheard casually 
saying, “the terrorist takes another wicket,” which caused a commotion. Jones made the remark during a 
commercial break, but because South Africa’s telecast was uninterrupted, it was carried live there. Jones, 
who had been fired as a broadcaster, later expressed regret to everyone involved.  Later Gerald Majola, 
Chief Executive of Cricket South Africa stated that “this kind of demeaning racial stereotyping has no 
place in cricket and must be stamped on promptly,”. ( ESPN, 2006).

Racist behaviour is also not necessarily based on ethnicity or colour but can take the shape of 
Islamophobia.Against the backdrop of the rise in Islamophobia in society, the testimonies of players 
havedemonstrated how this has also impacted the nature of racist discourses in cricket. These are 
“communications that convey rudeness and insensitivity and demean a person’s racial heritage or 
identity” (Sue et al, 2007). England all-rounder Moeen Ali in his autobiography revealed that he was 
racially abused by an Australian player during the first Ashes test at Cadriff in 2015. He was called 
‘Osama’ - a reference to Osama bin Laden (The Indian Express, 2015) basically taking a dig at him 
for his religion and for sporting a beard similar to that of Osama bin Laden’s (India Times, 2018). 
In his autobiography, he said ‘However there was one incident which had distracted me. An Australian 
player had turned to me on the field and said, ‘Take that, Osama.’ I could not believe what I had heard. I 
remember going really red. I have never been so angry on a cricket field.’ Darren Lehmann, the Australians’ 
coach asked the player, ‘Did you call Moeen Osama?’ He denied it, saying, ‘No, I said, ‘Take that, you 
part-timer.’’ I must say I was amused when I heard that, obviously I had to take the player’s word for it, 
though for the rest of the match I was angry.’ I got some of this abuse even in the practice games,’ Moeen 
wrote. (India Today, 2018)

Ollie Robinson, the England pacer just after his debut match in 2021 faced backlash for his racist 
and sexist tweets that he posted back in 2012 and 2013. The tweets from nine years ago started doing 
the rounds on social media. The tweets carried every possible problematic aspect ranging from casual 
racism and sexism to Islamophobia (The Wire, 2021). In one particular tweet from 2012, Robinson 
said ‘My new Muslim friend is the bomb’. In another: ‘I wonder if Asian people put smileys like this ¦) 
#racist’. Another tweet reads ‘Guy next to me on the train definitely has Ebola’ (Indian Express, 2021). 
Robinson was quick to take ownership of the tweets and issue an unqualified apology where he 
accepted that he was ‘embarrassed’ and ‘ashamed’ of his actions.

Nationality, Ethnicity and racism

Racism is not only hurled at players but fans also become the victims of racial vilification. In January 
2007, during the South Africa’s first Test match against Pakistan at Centurion, Herschelle Gibbs was 
caught on stump microphone, referring to a section of unruly and misbehaving Pakistani fans as ‘a 
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bunch of bloody animals’ and ‘f***ing baboons’ who should ‘go back to the zoo.’ (Republic World, 2020). 

Instances have been reported where comments are hurled at one’s nationality/ethnicity. Calling 
names like ‘Paki’ are often given a cultural orientation and downplayed underpinning the power 
dynamics. Casual banters often obscure the seriousness of the issue and the context is dismissed merely 
as a joke. In 2008 India’s spinner Harbhajan Singh racially abused Australian all-rounder Andrew 
Symonds during the second test in Sydney. Singh called Symonds ‘monkey’ which was confirmed by 
the match referee Mike Proctor when he said ‘I am satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that Harbhajan 
Singh directed that word at Andrew Symonds and also that he meant it to offend on the basis of Symonds’ 
race or ethnic origin’ (Economic Times, 2008). The episode became one of the most well-known racial 
cricket scandals in the history of sports. The controversy blew out of proportion and later came to be called 
as ‘The Monkeygate Scandal’.

Off-field spaces such as locker rooms, practice fields, cricket clubs, and governing boards have also 
become the abode of racism. When the racism comes from the institution of cricket itself like boards, clubs 
etc, problem becomes severe. Institutional racism has resulted in the exclusion of ethnic minorities in the 
cricket world.  When Azeem Rafiq, a Pakistan-born cricketer spoke against the systemic racism, it caused 
a stir and revealed a culture of racism at the Yorkshire club. Azeem Rafiq experienced marginalization 
because of institutional racism that he experienced.In September 2020, he gave an interview to ESPN 
Cricinfo, in which he claimed that ‘institutional racism’ at Yorkshire County Cricket Club had left him 
close to taking his own life. He suffered consistent abuse, including the use of racist language about his 
Pakistani heritage during his time at the club. He added ‘There were comments’ such as ‘You lot sit there 
near the toilets’, ‘Elephant washers’ etc. (British Broadcasting Corporation [BBC NEWS], 2021). The 
club launched ‘a formal investigation’ in response to Rafiq’s claims. A year later Yorkshire said it accepted 
that Rafiq was the ‘victim of racial harassment and bullying’ (The Guardian, 2021). 

Racism by Spectators and Fans

Apart from the above incidents of racism from the players, racist behaviour is exhibited by the 
cricket fans also. Cricket spectators who use instrumental racism are perfectly aware of its transgressive  
nature. They express it either in a cynical manner – without much consideration for its implications  
–  or,  allegedly, in a partially ironic, ‘tongue-in-cheek’ fashion.Large crowds provide anonymity and a 
chance to express frustration and disparage the opponent. Recent incidents that came into the limelight 
include the case of English player Jofra Archer who claimed that someone from the crowd passed racial 
comments in New Zealand in 2019. In his twitter post he said ‘A bit disturbing hearing racial insults 
today whilst battling to help save my team,’ (The Telegraph, 2019). 

In another incident Australian spectators allegedly directed racist remarks at two Indian cricketers-
Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj during the third test of India against Australia in Sydney in 2021. 
They were allegedly called ‘Brown Dog’ and ‘Big Monkey’ by the Australian fans (Times Now News, 
2021). In a similar incident, during the first Test match between England and India in Nottingham, 
Captain Virat Kohli was being called ‘Wanker Kohli’ and Mohammed Shami was addressed as ‘Sh**ty 
Shami’. They also called the Indian team lazy and cheaters. English fans also kept chanting ‘Delta’ 
about the COVID-19 variant which was previously termed the ‘Indian variant’ (Vibes of India, 2021). 
Similarly, fast bowler and a senior player of the Indian Cricket Team, Mohammad Shami was the target 
of hate crime on social media after India lost their ICC World Cup match against Pakistan in Dubai 
on October 2021. Though Shami conceived the highest runs in the match, the trolls came in blaming 
him for siding with the Pakistan side as he was a Muslim. Hundreds of derogatory messages were left on 
Shami’s instagram account saying he was a ‘traitor’ and should be thrown out of the Indian team (The 
Free Press Journal, 2021). Many questioned his loyalty and called him ‘anti-national’. The scenario is best 
represented by a tweet that reads ‘When you score, you’re English. When you miss, you’re an immigrant’. 
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Results and Discussion
Sport brings people from different backgrounds together, and has thus the potential to play an 

important role in creating an inclusive society. Cricket as popular sport can also support the integration 
of migrants and persons belonging to minorities into society as whole. Cricket as a sport could be an 
ideal platform to foster inclusion, acceptance of diversity and mutual respect while combating racism, 
discrimination and exclusion.Throughout the world, cricket is considered to be an uniting game which 
demonstrates its capacity to break down boundaries and bring different cultures together. The team 
spirit and the camaraderie between rival players is a celebrated feature of the game. In a sport like 
cricket which has a rich and diverse history, there should be no place for discrimination. Despite a long 
history of racism in cricket, racial vilification is no longer considered acceptable in cricket, and there are 
regulations in place seeking to prevent racial vilification from occurring during matches (Farquharson 
and Marjoribanks, 2006). In October 2012, the ICC Anti-Discrimination Policy for International 
Cricket was introduced as part of the ICC’s continuing efforts to maintain the public image, popularity 
and integrity of cricket, originally entitled the Anti-Racism Policy for International Cricket. On-field 
racism is considered one of the most serious acts that can be committed, with the possibility of a lifetime 
ban for anyone found guilty, according to the International Cricket Council’s (ICC) anti-racism code. 
According to the ICC’s Anti-Racism Policy for International Cricket, players may be penalized for 
‘engaging in any conduct – physical or verbal – which is likely to offend, insult, humiliate, intimidate, 
threaten, disparage or vilify on the basis of their race, religion, culture, colour, descent, national or ethnic 
origin’ (Al Jazeera, 2018).In August 2019, the policy was amended to widen the discriminatory conduct 
that was not prohibited by the ICC. Its aim was to promote and encourage participation at all levels 
regardless of race, colour, religion, descent, culture, ethnic origin, nationality, sex, gender, sexual 
orientation, disability, marital status and/or maternity status. Despite this, racism is a practice still 
prevalent in all games and sports and cricket is no such exception. In the backdrop of various incidents 
from the cricketing world, it is evident that racism and racist abuse is very much alive. Racism occurs 
both at national and international levels of cricket. International and domestic sports have been plagued 
by major racism. 

Racism in cricket is a systematic problem. Racial slurs are usually directed at the opposite team 
members in a fit of anger, rage or frustration. Racism is an attack not only to the people of  colour 
but also to the sportsperson belonging to different ethnicities and religions. Racial remarks are usually 
uttered in one’s mother tongue so that the opposite team mate/s is not in a position to comprehend its 
meaning. The words like ‘Kaalu’, ‘Abey Kaale’, ‘Maaki’, ‘Steve’, ‘Big Monkey’, ‘Paki’ have been used in 
a derogatory manner to belittle the archrivals. Robinson’s tweet, though made years ago, becomes a 
matter of concern because these big cricketers have a strong fan base with millions of followers all around 
the world. The racist behaviour of the athletes carries socio-political orientation. The racist attitude can 
have a very strong impact on the followers who usually imitate their idols. These fans are ideologically 
motivated and politically driven. These fans are sometimes members of far-right organizations and they 
seek to use cricket to promote their ideological beliefs. This is ‘instrumental’ racism (Back et al., 2001). 
Even though International Cricket Council has adopted a zero tolerance policy against the racism in 
sports and has even made the laws stringent with the lifetime ban for those who violate the code, racism 
continues to exist and players continue to breach the ICC’s Code of Conduct. Though ICC strongly 
condemns racism and imposes ban on the accused cricketers for several matches depending on the nature 
and the intensity of the crime. Players are also penalized if found guilty as in the case of Harbhajan who 
was fined 50 percent of his Sydney match fees in ‘the monkeygate scandal’ (India Today, 2008).

 The instances are only a depiction of the grave situation that remains under the wraps. The cases of 
racism often become evident only when the player is caught red-handed either on the microphones or 
cameras otherwise the cases go unreported. The victims of racial abuse usually do not report the crime 
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to the authorities, fearing end of their career and injustice at the hands of authorities because in several 
incidents it was found that the governing bodies close the case due to the lack of evidence. Many a times 
the report is dismissed on the pretext of ‘friendly banter’. As Azeem Rafiq mentioned, ‘When I spoke I 
should have been listened to. The game as a whole has a problem, with listening to the victim. There is no 
‘yeah, but’ with racism, there is no ‘two sides’ to racism’ (AP news, 2021). ‘It’s clear the problem is there,’ 
Rafiq said. ‘Everyone’s known it for a very long time. I think it’s been an open secret. As I’ve seen over the 
last 15 months, if you speak out your life is going to be made hell - and there’s no doubt my life [has been 
made hell’ (ESPN, 2021). He further added that he lost his career to racism. Being the victim of racism 
can obviously have long term negative effects on mental health as it can drive people to commit suicides.

There are evidences which show racism happening off-the-field, particularly in the dressing rooms 
and practice sessions. It was after the alleged killing of African-American George Floyd’s death that 
many instances of racial abuse came to the limelight under the campaign of ‘Black Lives Matter’, 
otherwise many cases go unreported. The Black Lives Movement has forced a reckoning, with boards 
committing to change as cricketers have spoken up about their continuing experiences with racism and 
marginalization (ESPN, n.a). To counter the racial inequality, ‘Taking a Knee’ was a gesture introduced 
in the sports world to express solidarity and to protest against racism and inequality that people of 
colour or minority communities go through. Quinton de Kock’s refusal to take a knee gained limelight 
in the backdrop of ‘Black Lives Matter’ campaign to fight the ongoing racial discrimination and a 
demand for improvement. The gesture of ‘taking a knee’ grew from a protest against racial inequality 
in the USA by American football player Colin Kaepernick in 2016. However, South African wicket 
keeper and former captain De Kock remained apathetic or resistant to the sentiment and refused to take 
a knee. South Africa has a history of racial abuse, discrimination and segregation but the international 
sport community has not always been united in protest. While the period of apartheid may have ended, 
race remains a dominant issue in South Africa. Quinton de Kock’s refusal to take the knee at the ICC 
T20 World Cup highlighted persistent concerns about racism in sport. The saga is a reminder of sports’ 
difficult history with racism in South Africa and beyond (ABC News, 2021). De Kock’s refusal to kneel 
has a lasting impact on the sports landscape and its progress towards ending racial inequality. Bowler 
Michael Holding believed that ‘Taking a Knee’ should be organic rather than ‘tick-in-the-box exercise’ 
(Scroll.in, 2021).  

As a consequence of the BLM movement, several cricketers shared their lived experiences of racial 
abuse. Atiquz Zaman revealed how he and other Asian cricketers were casually called ‘Paki’ or ‘bloody 
Asians’, ‘samosa seller’ (TIF News, 2021), Farokh Engineer confessed how he was mocked for his accent 
and the Indian team mates were called ‘bloody Indians’ (NDTV Sports, 2021), Zoheb Sharif also 
made racist allegations that how he was called a ‘bomber’ and a ‘curry muncher’ (WION, 2021). India’s 
leg spinner Laxman Sivaramakrishnan opened up about the colour discrimination that he faced and 
how he has been the victim of racism on and off the field (The Quint, 2021), Chris Gayle, Narasimha 
Rao, Abhunav Mukund also faced colour discrimination. Majid Haq and Qasim Sheikh claimed they 
were treated differently due to their skin colour and that the Haq said he was treated like a criminal 
(Scotsman, 2021), Maurice Chambers accused of being called a ‘fu**ing monkey’ (Wisden India, 2021), 
Nasser Hussain being called ‘Saddam Hussain’ for sharing the same surname (Cricket Addictor, 2020), 
Akash Chopra being called a ‘Paki’ (NDTV Sports, 2020), Michael Carberry being called ‘the angry 
black man’ (Cricket Addictor, 2020). According to ESPN, in 2003, during a Wetherby League match 
in Yorkshire between Great Preston and St. Chad’s, four Asian players were allegedly at the receiving end 
of various racist comments-including being referred as ‘Al-Qaeda members’. 

Racism has various manifestations in the world of cricket. From being compared to terrorists for 
a long beard to calling people monkey or black cunt basically on their facial features to out-rightly 
mocking the colour of somebody’s skin or the work that the dark skinned people are associated with, 
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tells us that racism is not only present  but deeply ingrained in the cricket world. (Crictoday, 2020) 

In a survey done by the Professional Cricketers’ Association, it was found that more than one-third 
of black, Asian and minority ethnic players have faced prejudice in the game.  45% of more than 600 
respondents claimed that racism has come from a fellow player, 10% said it was from a coach and around 
30% had experienced it on social media or from fans. (Scroll.in, 2021) of those who had experienced 
or witnessed racism, more than 60% said they believed it was disguised as ‘banter’. The society has 
normalized racism to the extent that one gets accustomed to saying it in banter. More than half of the 
cricketers in England and Wales were unclear on how to report racism in the sport. 70% of respondents 
said increased education was needed. (BBC Sport, 2021)

Despite living in a world where these age-old discrimination methods have been put to rest, incidents 
like these are not uncommon. Sport, which is supposed to send out powerful messages of harmony 
across the world, has seen numerous such cases of racism and cricket too is one of them. Minority ethnic 
groups express a belief that disadvantage and exclusion are ingrained features of cricket, perceive racist 
incidents as unremarkable, and demonstrate a lack of confidence in the authorities’ abilities or desires 
to redress this situation (Malcolm, 2010) Until the consequences of such practices are highlighted it is 
unlikely that effective change will occur.Though we have witnessed substantial change recently. Racism 
has become more prevalent in society as a whole, and the cricket community has also seen an increase 
in awareness of it and efforts to combat it. Both bottom-up and top-down programmes have addressed 
racism. Ethnic exclusion is an unfortunate aberration in a sport that values multiculturalism. People are 
becoming more aware of the various forms that discrimination can take, and there is a strong consensus 
among interested parties that athletes must effectively address racism and discrimination if they are to 
continue serving as a role model for social inclusion and integration.

Conclusion
The issue of racism in sports is still going on today and has not been fully erased yet. The review reveals 

that the laws are in place but the enforcement is lagging. The criminals should be severely punished and 
any such incident should to be dealt with strictly. Michael Holding believes regulations against racism in 
sports will remain ‘just a plaster on the sore’ as long as the society does not unite to tackle the menace (The 
New Indian Express, 2020). The authorities have to recognize that racism is not only performed by fans. 
There are structural issues impacting racism and the continued underrepresentation of people from black 
and ethnic minorities in administration, board rooms and coaching of the game highlight that there is a 
long way to go before racism is eliminated from sports and games (Nauright and Wiggins, n.a)

 From the above discussion, it can be concluded that the cricket’s popularity is unparalleled as a global 
sport. It can bring people of different races, creeds, colours, and backgrounds together but also serves as 
a breeding ground for racism, discrimination, violence and abuse. Racism is one of the most prevalent 
anti-social behaviors associated with cricket. From Krom Hendricks racial segregation to Azeem Rafiq’s 
accusation of ‘institutional racism’ to fans racially abusing Mohammed Shami, racism is a pervasive problem 
in the international cricket. In order to eradicate the racism from cricket, action from all sections of the 
cricket fraternity including the media platforms, players, and most importantly governing bodies, is the need 
of the hour. Thus making the sport more welcoming to ethnic-minority will require ‘structural change’ 
(The Week, 2021). ICC and existing national cricket boards have formulated and reinforced anti-racism 
laws but more stringent enforcement is required to counter the racism. As West Indies cricket team’s captain 
Jason Holder said, ‘It is time for the entire cricketing fraternity to treat racism as seriously as match fixing or 
doping and to hand tougher bans on racial offenders’ (The Indian Express, 2020). Anti- racism campaigns 
such as ‘Black Lives Matter’, ‘Run Racism Out’, and ‘Racism. It stops with me’ can serve as useful tools to 
highlight the blatant and the subtle forms of racism including racial slurs, banters and casual racism.
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