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Social life, Rituals, have been extensively studied and reviewed. This district is home to tribes such as the Medba,
Purpose, Limitations, Beda, Gondaliga, Helava, Sudagadusiddaru, and Durngamurugis, all of which are included
Significance, Methodology, in this survey. While various studies bave been conducted on the tribes throughout the state, a
Findings, Suggestions. comprebensive study specific to Haveri district has not been undertaken until now. Hence, an

attempt bas been made to meticulously stucy the primary characteristics and various aspects
of these tribes under the project titled “The Societal Study of the Tribes of Haveri District in
Karnataka State.” The social and economic conditions of these tribes are quite fragile due to
misguided government policies, leading some to become refugees. Despite these challenges, they
have managed to preserve their customs, culture, and rituals, as confirmed by this study. The
dissertation also discusses the effects of liberalization, privatization, and globalization on the
social life and traditions of tribal communities.

Change is a fundamental law of nature, encompassing all aspects, including human social structures,
where it progresses from simple to complex forms. This phenomenon, termed ‘social evolution’ by the
British sociologist Herbert Spencer, posits that evolutionary principles apply to all living and non-living
entities. In this process, every breathing organism must engage in a struggle for existence, a struggle that
spans their entire life, not just a part. It is widely acknowledged that only the strong survive while the
weak perish. Spencer concurred with this view, asserting that the strong persist and the weak fade away.
Those at the lower echelons of society, such as hunters, peasants, subhuman beings, and laborers under
capitalist systems, continue to fight for survival. This research aims to shed light on the overlooked
segments of society that have yet to attain a ‘proper life.’

The objective of this study is to examine the social and cultural lives of tribes residing beyond urban,
town, and rural settings, leading their lives in jungles, valleys, and hills. With this focus, the primary
tribes of the Haveri district, namely Helavaru, Gondaligaru, Sudugadusiddaru, Durgamurugiaru,
Medaru, Bedaru, and Budugajangamaru, have been researched, analyzed, and documented in a
descriptive report.

The social life and social system of Tribes
The societal study of tribes’ community includes the thoughts, beliefs, life style, dress modes and
food habits. Sociology has a special place among all other sciences. It studies scientificallyman and his
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society, how humansocietyis differentfrom animalsociety, its origin, growth, structure and function.
It stresses onman and his environment, his social behaviour, social bindings etc, It is how Sociology
acts as a mirror which displays the developments in society. By and large it studies all sides of life andits
comprehensive study is called sociological assessment. In this man’s social life is very significant as man,
since, birth till his end strengthens his relationship with society.

Basically man is a social animal, always lives with his community. Society is a bundle of individuals,
without society mancan’t live. Man and society are interrelated. Therefore, Aristotlesays “Man is
a social animal”.

According to John Lock, in olden days, even amidst nature, man had possessed the qualities of living
in a society, but used to lead an independent life without submitting himself to any restrictions and
such life was full of peace, understanding aptbtection.

The social system is a network of relationships within human society. It encompasses the interactions
between individuals, such as those observed in the lifestyles, customs, practices, dress codes, dietary
habits, housing, professions, marriages, and legal systems of the Haveri district tribes. These elements
are organized and function in an orderly manner.

The term ‘social system’ was first introduced in a modern context by the 18th-century French
philosopher Montesquieu, according to Radcliffe Brown. Montesquieu posited that all aspects of social
life form a cohesive unit. The clarity of the social system concept was lacking in 19th-century rationalism

ut became more explicit with functionalism. Talcott Parsons, an American sociologist, is credited wi
butb plicit with functionalism. Talcott P A logist dited with
establishing the modern concept of the social system. In his works “An Outline of the Social System”
and “The Structure of Social Action,” Parsons thoroughly articulated his views on the social system.

Parsons believed that a social system is defined by the interactions among social group members, who
communicate through shared, constructive symbols and mutually accepted means. The social system is
influenced by the environment, time, and place, leading to variations across periods and communities.
The culture prevalent at any given time determines the nature, scope, and interrelationships of society’s
members. Socialization and social control are vital components of human social life, contributing to the
‘system’s’ overall ‘orderliness.” The various parts of this ‘system’ are interconnected.

This study examines the lifestyle and social system of Haveri district methodically, focusing on
aspects such as dress mode, food habits, habitation, professions, kinship, and legal systems. The culture
here is shaped by geographical and economic factors. Despite modern influences, residents often wear
traditional clothing, speak their native languages or Telugu, and live in various dwellings including
tents, brick houses, and rented accommodations. Marriages within the community underscore the
value placed on familial ties. Common professions include animal husbandry—caring for cows, sheep,
goats, and chickens. While primarily laborers, they seek justice through their community’s local legal
institutions. Despite economic challenges, they preserve their ancestral tribal culture. Yet, they are
newcomers to the realms of education and technology, maintaining a distance from urban culture. This
thesis presents a thorough survey of these tribes across the seven newly formed talukas of Haveri district.

Observations, beliefs and customs of Tribes.

In Hinduism, customs, beliefs, observations, and rituals hold significant importance. Rituals and
rites play a crucial role in fostering a positive atmosphere in human social life. Customs are traditions
passed down from ancient times, continually revived and repeated. Rituals are acts performed in a
specific, beautiful, and proper manner. These rites and customs contribute to establishing harmony
and peace in social interactions, earning them the title of ‘monarchs of the social world.” Each society
has its unique rituals, beliefs, celebrations, and customs, shaping its own practices for birth celebrations,
naming ceremonies, hair removal, marriage, and burial methods. These practices are vital elements of a
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particular group, ensuring the continuation of cultural heritage. However, the origins and development
of customs and rituals are often challenging to trace.

MacDougal stated that “the primary purpose of several customs is buried in the womb of history.”
Shakespeare referred to these customs as ‘dictatorship,” while Bacon regarded them as “counsels of man’s
life.” Another writer, Lundburg, described customs as “folkways certified by society, passed from one
generation to the next.”

The essence of rituals and customs is often intangible and obscure, emerging spontaneously rather
than through structured development within social life, and are cherished according to the community’s
needs. The tribes of Haveri, whether semi-nomadic or settled, place great significance on their rituals
and customs. This survey discusses their rituals, customs, festivals, and matrimonial practices.

Obyjectives of the study

The current study seeks to comprehend the lifestyles of semi-nomadic and settled tribes, focusing
primarily on their social, cultural, educational, economic, and religious aspects. Additionally, the study
aims to realistically identify their issues and grievances and to propose remedies and suggestions for
these problems.

The investigation focuses on the complex lives of creatures, marked by a myriad of problems and
opportunities. Tribal worlds are particularly unique, with distinct challenges. This study examines
tribes, both semi-nomadic and settled, in Haveri district—a gateway to North Karnataka encompassing
seven talukas: Ranebennur, Hangal, Hirekerur, Byadagi, Savanur, Shiggaon, and Haveri. The tribes
from these talukas, namely Gondaligaru, Helavaru, Sudugadusiddaru, Durgamurugiaru, Medharu,
and Beda communities, are the focus of this research. Government policies have rendered these people
homeless, and their socio-economic status is alarmingly low. Despite these hardships, they have managed
to preserve their customs, which is a central aspect of this study. The research explores the impact of
modernity on their social life and customs. The dire socio-economic conditions of the tribes across the
seven talukas are primarily due to their lifestyle methods. Thus, understanding the roots of their social
history is crucial.

The purpose of study

The study is designed with the following objectives: to contemplate the selected tribes, their origins,
historical backgrounds, customs, social standings, economic conditions, religious practices, traditions,
festivities, and beliefs. Haveri serves as the gateway to Karnataka, and the study aims to uncover its
historical and cultural contexts. It seeks to understand the primary causes behind the social, economic,
and cultural variances among tribes. While some tribes have preserved their customs and beliefs amidst
modernity, others have emerged prominently in society. Conversely, certain tribes have remained
detached from the mainstream, either due to governmental neglect or a desire to preserve their culture.
Additionally, the study aims to examine the nature of such conditions. It will also investigate why
nomadic, semi-nomadic, and settled tribes continue to face financial challenges, assess their literacy rates
and traditional occupations, and propose potential solutions to their issues.

Some tribes, despite possessing distinct tribal characteristics, are not included in the scheduled caste
categories, leading to their hardships. Their lives are often unstudied and obscured; this study aims to
shed light on the actual lives of these tribes.

The scope of this study is primarily limited to the tribes within seven talukas: Ranebennur, Haveri,
Hirekerur, Hanagal, Savanur, Shiggaon, and Byadagi. It delves into the lives of the Helavas, Gondaligas,
Sudugadusidas, Durgamurugis, Medas, and Bedas in depth. The aim is to understand how these tribes
are influenced by modern society and to observe any resultant social changes. To grasp these changes,
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various research methods are employed, including historical, comparative, questionnaire, interview,
survey, observation, and statistical methods.

The study focuses on the more populous tribal villages, visiting each household to gather data via
questionnaires. Selected photographic clippings are used to substantiate the findings.

As tribal communities are widespread throughout Karnataka, providing a comprehensive study is
challenging for the researcher. Consequently, this survey is restricted to the Haveri district. Information
is gathered through visits to religious centers, historic houses, and participation in tribal ceremonies
such as marriages and festivals, complemented by friendly conversations with the locals.

Significance of the study

Numerous surveys have been conducted on the tribal communities dispersed throughout the state,
which can be considered informative. The tribal study wing of Hampi Kannada University has engaged
in extensive research activities, known for its significant contributions. However, the studies pertaining
to Haveri district are incomplete and lack scientific rigor. Thus, researching the tribes of Haveri district
is crucial due to its connection with historical background, customs, social and economic conditions,
religious life, rituals, and beliefs.

Haveri district serves as the gateway to North Karnataka and has been recognized for its cultural
heritage since ancient times. It holds its own importance in politics and literature, having been home
to numerous freedom fighters and a center for religious and metaphysical thought. A melting pot of
various castes, creeds, and religions, the district’s study provides a comprehensive understanding of the
lives of the people of Haveri.

Tribes have migrated from various parts of the country and dispersed throughout the district. Some
have preserved their customs and traditions, while others have integrated into mainstream society. A
few have stayed apart from the mainstream, either due to government neglect or a deliberate choice to
maintain their culture. Tribes such as the Medha, Beda, Helava, Sudugadusiddaru, Gondaligaru, and
others have settled in Haveri district seeking a safer future and continue to reside there.

Certain tribes in the district have not been able to secure a distinct status within society and have
endured significant hardship. Despite possessing tribal characteristics, these communities are not
recognized under the scheduled caste category. Their lives are often overlooked. This study sheds
light on the stark realities faced by these groups. It has observed changes in the lives of tribes as global
social structures evolve. The research identifies shifts in the social, cultural, economic, and educational
domains of tribal life, thereby underscoring the importance of this work.

In the social hierarchy, the status of tribes, whether nomadic or settled, is quite low and distressing,
primarily due to illiteracy. However, there is a growing interest among these tribes to educate their
children despite numerous challenges. Poverty and economic disadvantage remain significant barriers
to accessing quality education. This study not only explores their social, economic, and educational
circumstances but also proposes recommendations for enhancing their quality of life.

Research methods encompass a variety of approaches, including the questionnaire, interview,
comparative, historical, analytical, interdisciplinary, conceptual, and cultural methods, among others.
Detailed information about selected tribes in the Haveri district is gathered from 10% of each family
and documented in the workplace’s information list via a tabular chart. In documenting my survey
experience in this field, it is necessary to mention certain names.

This thesisisan area-based study where the information collected is primarily firsthand. Consequently,
numerous references are made throughout. A wealth of statistical data on the tribes of Haveri district has
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been gathered for this study. I have endeavored to elevate the standard of this dissertation by collecting
data and information. Additionally, photographs depicting their authentic social life have been taken,
providing a historical perspective on their existence.

Secondary sources for this study include literature, books, government office records, census
data, statistical department information, reports from commissions on backward classes, periodicals,
newspapers, internet sources, blogs, survey books, encyclopedias, gazetteers, and articles, among others.
The works of Kannada University, Hampi, related to tribes and their lifestyles, have been reviewed for
this thesis.

For the survey, villages belonging to various tribes scattered throughout the district, such as Helavaru,
Sudugadusiddaru, Gondaligaru, Budgajangamaru, Bahurupigalu, Medas, and Beda communities, were
selected. A comparative method was employed to understand their socio-economic conditions. While
this study is directly related to sociology, it is not limited to it; it integrates branches of social sciences
like anthropology, history, economics, psychology, and others, drawing parallels with mathematics,
statistics, and theoretical life.

Study Survey

Haveri district boasts a rich history. Limited studies have been conducted thus far. The epics
‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabbarata’ provide ample information about tribal communities. Additionally,
the works of Bhas and Kalidas offer insights into these nomadic groups. Edgar Thurston’s “Castes and
Tribes of Southern India” details the professions and characteristics of various tribes. The volume, co-
authored by H.V. Nanjundaiah and LK. Ayyar between 1926-35, titled “Mysore Tribes and Castes,”
convincingly discusses the Bedas, Medhas, Helavas, Gonduligaru, Sudagadusiddaru, among others.
The Dharwad district gazetteer also reveals information about Haveri’s tribes. The Karnataka Backward
Class Commission report, presented by the then law minister L.G. Havanur, briefly addresses the social
and economic conditions of these tribes. Ninganna Sannakki’s writings shed light on a tribe known as
Helavaru. Furthermore, the 1981 publication ‘Havanur Samsthan’ by S.M. Krishna Roy chronicles the
reign of Hanumantgouda from the Brahmin community over Havanur Samsthana and its fall due to
Tipu Sultan’s invasion.

R. Rajannanavar’s “A History of Nayaka Jananga” discusses the Bedas, detailing their origins, customs,
rites, and the timeless leaders of their tribal community. The works of Dr. H.K. Pawar, Dr. Ninganna
Sannakki, Geeta Nagabushan, and P.K. Khandoba beautifully depict the lives and customs of the Helavaru,
Gondaligaru, Druagamurgi, and Sudugadusiddaru, providing valuable insights for tribal studies. Similarly,
“The Tribes of Karnataka,” published by the Folklore and Yakshagana Academy in volumes one and two,
offers knowledge on the domestic, social, economic backgrounds, internal administration systems, religious
practices, and the effects of modernity on these tribes. Dr. H.C. Boralingayya’s “Kadu and Kankreet”
(1995) portrays the dire conditions of Adivasi tribes. Virupaxi Poojaralli’s “Gadari Palanayak” explores
the culture of the Bedas, including some explanations about the Myasa Bedas. Dr. A.S. Prabhakar, in “7The
Changes in the Lives of Tribes,” addresses the impact of foreign rule on the development of tribal people, a
study published by Kannada Hampi University in 2000.

In “Karnataka Rajya Kosha 04” (2000) by Kannada Hampi University, Dr. H.D. Prashant briefly
discusses 240 tribal communities. The book “Brave Tribes of Chitradurga” (2002) by Dr. Virupashi
Poojaralli provides meaningful insights into the lives of tribal people. Dr. K.M. Metri’s work “7The
Professions of Tribes” contains information about tribal occupations. Similarly, the writings of Dr.
Munjunath Bevinakatti, M.V. Chitralingayya, Honnappa Malagi, M.P. Veena, and M.G. Eshwarappa
offer narratives on the social life of tribes, particularly the Bedas. Prof. Lingaraj Kammar and Girija
Durgadmath have recorded useful information about tribal communities. At Medara Keteshwara
Math, Shri Keteshwar Swamiji’s works provide insights into the Medha community.
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In Dr. Gangadhara Daivagna’s work ‘Gondaligaru’ (2010), published by Hampi Kannada University,
the background of Gondaligaru, their lifestyle, and economic conditions are discussed. Dr. Bhojaraj
Patil, in his work “The Study of Villages of Hirekerur,” mentions that over 20 villages are home to
nomadic tribes. Overall, the selected ‘study’ aims to offer a comprehensive overview of the tribes in the
Haveri district.

Conclusion

The tribes in Haveri district are categorized into semi-nomadic and settled groups, and have been
extensively studied and reviewed. This district is home to tribes such as the Medha, Beda, Gondaliga,
Helava, Sudagadusiddaru, and Durugamurugis, which have been surveyed in this study. While various
studies have been conducted on tribes throughout the state, a comprehensive study focusing specifically
on Haveri district had not been undertaken until now. Thus, an effort has been made to meticulously
examine the main characteristics and various aspects of these tribes under the study titled “7he Soczetal
Study of the Tribes of Haveri District in Karnataka.” The social and economic conditions of these tribes
are quite fragile due to inappropriate government policies, leading some to become refugees. Despite
these challenges, they have managed to preserve their customs, culture, and rituals, as confirmed by
this study. The dissertation also discusses the effects of liberalization, privatization, and globalization
(L.P.G.) on the social life and traditions of tribal communities.

This research documents the total population of the tribal community, including sex-wise
distribution, as well as social and geographical conditions, and historical development. It also records
the mythologies that have shaped the evolution of these tribes.

Findings

The findings presented here are based on a thorough study of ‘The Tribes of Havers District. The
tribes under study inhabit various districts of the state, with a significant number residing in Haveri
district. Despite their large presence, there is an absence of organization and institutions. They remain
economically disadvantaged, although there has been some advancement in education, social integration,
and religious practices. More than 70% of the population continues with their ancestral occupations,
contributing to their economic struggles. Inter-tribal marriages are forbidden, and distinctions in
customs, rituals, and beliefs are diminishing. The study reveals a shift from extended families to nuclear
families among the district’s tribes. Urbanization and modernization have brought profound changes
to their lives, with permanent settlements, utilization of government amenities, and home ownership.
Western influence has also led to changes, including some progress in women’s status, who now assist in
agriculture and share familial responsibilities.

In certain tribes, the practice of dowry is fashionable, while in others, it is forbidden. However, the
dowry system is becoming increasingly common nowadays. Traditional venues such as ‘Kattemane’
and ‘Panchayat Kattes, which were established to deliver justice for Medas, Bedas, and polymorphic
communities, are diminishing in significance as people turn to law courts for justice. The tribal
populations suffer from a lack of transportation and civic amenities, contributing to their continued
underdevelopment. While some tribes are classified as scheduled castes or scheduled tribes, others fall
under the semi-nomadic category, with the exception of the Medha community, suggesting that the
government’s policies may be inconsistent. Certain tribes that are integrating into mainstream society
are making unique contributions to the cultural field while preserving their customs and rituals.
Child marriages have been reported within the Godaligaru, Durgamurigiyaru, Polymorphic, and
Sudugadusiddaru communities, as revealed by survey studies. The Beda community, in comparison
to other tribes, holds a favorable position politically, economically, socially, and educationally, as they
benefit from government facilities. There is a call for separate reservations for nomadic, semi-nomadic,
and denotified tribes, similar to those for SC and ST categories.
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Festivals and fairs in the Haveri district are predominantly celebrated by the lower castes, with a
significant participation from tribal communities. These events are marked by harmony, as members
of the upper class also take part. However, tribal communities exhibit a lack of unity and organization,
hindering their ability to effectively access government facilities. Over 60% of the population still resides
in huts, concerned about their children’s futures. Obtaining caste certificates, crucial for accessing
government services, is particularly challenging for these tribes due to their distinct sects. Despite
government order 139:2006-2007 issued on January 11, 2007, which mandates reservation facilities,
its implementation has been inadequate, as noted by some leaders during a survey. While the Bedas and
Medhas have reaped political benefits from reservations, other tribes continue to find such advantages
elusive, according to research. Educational attainment is limited, with most only reaching pre-university
levels; degrees in engineering, postgraduate studies, medicine, and business administration remain
distant dreams. Economic constraints are the primary barrier to higher education. The district’s tribes
rely mainly on agriculture and traditional occupations, with many working as laborers and lacking
access to irrigated land.

Suggestions

Based on credible sources and observations, the social, economic, cultural, religious, and
literacy conditions of the tribes in Haveri have been thoroughly examined. Against this backdrop,
recommendations are proposed for the empowerment and betterment of certain tribes.

Nomadism is a primary factor in the financial hardship of tribal people; they require stable housing.
The government should guide tribes towards professions other than their traditional ones.

The government should create organizations dedicated to tribal welfare, utilizing individuals who
have integrated into mainstream society. Additionally, establishing training centers to raise awareness
among them through media would be beneficial.

Numerous beliefs and superstitions related to birth, death, and other aspects prevalent in tribal
communities impact their health. In response, the government should promote awareness via electronic
and print media.

The survey indicates that the studied tribes exhibit characteristics of Adivasis. Hence, the state
government should urge the central government to classify all tribal communities under the ST category.

The government has yet to declare any special initiatives for nomadic, semi-nomadic, and denotified
tribes; thus, a development package should be introduced.

The government should categorize these tribes under a special designation to enhance their living
standards.

Incentives may be offered to talented students from impoverished backgrounds, and professional
training centers could be established. Awareness programs could be launched to combat excessive
religiosity, blind faith, sacrifices, child marriages, and other outdated practices, promoting progressive
thinking through media channels. There is also a need for separate, independent hostels for tribal
students, with the government covering all expenses. To support self-employment and access to basic
amenities like shelter, sanitation, water, and electricity, the government could provide low-interest loans.
Skill-based programs could be introduced as alternatives to traditional vocations to help sustain their
livelihoods. The alarmingly low literacy rate among tribal women necessitates special literacy campaigns.
Since the majority of tribal people, apart from the Bedas, are landless, the government could consider
providing land and agricultural loans at low interest rates. Overall, these tribes require the government’s
empathy. Ordinary schemes alone will not suffice to empower them economically; targeted government
care and special packages are essential.
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